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Welcome 

This is my first newsletter as your Interim Program Director and wanted to take a moment to introduce myself. My name is 

Morgan Abraham and I am an LMFT that has been working at Edgewood College for the past year as Program Administrator. 

Before my time at Edgewood, I lived in Los Angeles, CA where I attended graduate school at California State University Los 

Angeles studying marriage and family therapy and school-based family counseling. I grew up in Wisconsin and was excited at the 

possibility of moving back while my fiancé is in graduate school at the UW. While I am serving as your program director, I hope 

each and every one of you know that you can reach out to me for support and guidance.  

As a program, we are not only in a season of change with administration, but are welcoming a new group of in person and virtual branch students 

and instructors into our MFT family. We are also in a season of change with our accreditation and at a pivotal point in our program. Below I will 

highlight some of the changes you can expect to see, as well as, important information on what is to come next.  

Updates and Looking Ahead 

Virtual Branch 

Our virtual branch is set to begin its first cohort of students in this upcoming fall. The cohort is expected to have 10-15 students and will be a 

synchronous version of our program.  

New Student Orientation 

Our orientation for new students is scheduled for August 2nd from 9am to 12pm in the Nona McGreal Room. The orientation will cover program 

information and offer time to meet cohort mates from both the in person and virtual branch, as well as, time to meet your faculty. You are able to 

park on campus for free during the summer semester. Here are directions on how to access the room: Enter the Predolin Humanities Building main 

entrance. Once in the Lobby, take the hallway to the left, continue a short walk, elevator will be on the left. Elevator to the 3rd floor. Off elevator, 

turn right. Follow hallway, once passed curved wall, you will see the large room on your right (the Nona McGreal). 

Student Council Townhall 

The MFT student council is hosting a townhall on Sunday, August 15th at 2pm for new members to come and learn about how to join. The meeting 

will be held virtually and an invite will be sent by the student council President, Bobbie Briggs as the date approaches.  

MFT 760 Internship Class 

In an effort to ensure you are able to have a different internship instructor each semester, we have decided to have you move through your 

internship sections with the same group of students. The plan going forward then will be as follows: 

• Summer- Judi, Fall- Justin, Spring- Melinda 

• Summer- Justin, Fall- Melinda, Spring- Judi 

• Summer- Melinda, Fall- Judi, Spring- Justin 

 



 
 
 
If the section you are trying to enroll in is full, please drop the wrong section and wait for a space in the correct section to open. I appreciate your 

coordination on this. 

New Faculty Welcome 

 

Joseph Hamilton will be a full-time faculty instructor in the virtual branch. Joseph is an MFT who currently resides in Los 

Angeles, California and has 5 years of experience in the field. He is slated to teach MFT 600: Intro to Systems Theories, MFT 

605: Intro to Marriage and Family Therapy Models, and MFT 620: Diversity and Inclusion in MFT in the virtual branch in the 

fall.  

 

Lucero Steele will be an adjunct faculty in the in-person cohorts. Lucero is an MFT who is currently working at Anesis 

Therapy Center in Madison, WI. She is slated to teach MFT 620: Diversity and Inclusion in MFT and MFT 720: Global Issues 

in MFT in the fall.  

 

 

Cathryn Stodola will be an adjunct faculty in the virtual branch and in person cohorts. Cat is an Edgewood College MFT 

alum who operates out of a private practice in Madison, WI and is currently pursuing her AASECT training. Cat is slated to 

teach MFT 630: Psychopathology and Psychopharmacology in the virtual branch in the fall.  

 

 

 

Accreditation 

Our reaccreditation from COAMFTE has been denied effective August 2nd, 2021. The decision was made after reviewing our self-study and the site 

visit that was completed in 2019. One of the major factors was the differences between the Wisconsin state requirements and the COAMFTE 

standards.  

In the interim, we are pursuing accreditation with the International Family Therapy Association which will ensure there isn’t a lapse in the program 

accreditation. This accreditation decision will be made by the end of August 2021.  

As a program we are committed to ensuring that students will still be eligible for their training license through DSPS and Fall 2022 graduates will 

not have a negative effect in their license eligibility.  

The good news is that we are able to reapply for COAMFTE accreditation in one year which provides time to restructure the program in alignment 

with COAMFTE standards. The largest change will be the requirement of a minimum of 120 internship hours to be relational hours. The change will 

go into effect when the Fall 2021 students begin their internship.  

As I am aware that there may be additional questions and concerns, I am offering a townhall for further discussion. This will be held on August 19th 

at 5pm in my WebEx room: https://edgewood.webex.com/meet/mabraham 

If you would like further information, here is a link to some FAQs regarding accreditation.  

In addition, if you would like to discuss your personal situation, I would be happy to set up an individual meeting with you.  

Resources 

 
AAMFT is offering a discounted membership offer to new students to gain membership to AAMFT. If you join by October 31st, and use the discount 

code FALL2021, AAMFT will waive the $25 application fee. A list of membership benefits can be found on: https://www.aamft.org/benefits and 

students can join by visiting https://www.aamft.org/join  

https://edgewood.webex.com/meet/mabraham
https://www.edgewood.edu/docs/default-source/marriage-and-family-therapy/coamfte-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=7570ce8e_2
https://www.aamft.org/benefits
https://www.aamft.org/join

